342           FORTY-FIVE YEARS  UNDER THE  FLAG

gave to the slopes the appearance of having been padded with
flowers. The effect from the ships as they swung past was en-,
traneingly beautiful in the bright sunshine of that beautiful sum-
mer day. It was a sight that will live in the memory and the
hearts of those whom this demonstration was intended to honor.
It deserves to be remembered along, with pageants of other days
when strong men and fair women joined in honoring those who
had wrought dutifully for the home, country and flag they loved
well And long afterwards this demonstration of loyal affec-
tion will live in the lives of those who witnessed it, and in the
history of the generations to come, as one of the grandest the
world has ever known.

On August 10, 1898, the President of the United States ad-
vanced tlie commander of the Second Squadron six numbers,
which carried him into the grade of Rear Admiral, for c' eminent
and conspicuous conduct in battle." This commission was for-
warded to the New Yorfe at Tompkinsville, to be delivered when
the squadron arrived on August 20th. The commission was not
delivered from the New York until August 27th, and then only
after it had been dug out of a mass of other papers in the flag
office of that ship.art of our people
